Puhoi Community
NEWS LETTER

WHAT’S ON IN PUHOI
August 17 Trivial Pursuits Puhoi pub, 7pm
August 17 and 31, Celtic Sessions, hall, 7.15pm
August 27 Puhoi’s Got Young Talent Contest, Puhoi Village Market, sports club
September 21, Trivial Pursuits, Puhoi pub, 7pm
October Roadside cleanup
October Puhoi Womens Dinner
November Puhoi Art Exhibition
December Community picnic/ street party, PPMP or hall garden
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Another month of quick-fire changes and developments –
no winter’s rest for this community!
Comings and goings include the departure of our German
Puhoi Cottage owners, Kathrin and Thorsten Golland, with
Judy and Norah, pictured, to be replaced by Danny and Jo
Lochery, from England.

Ongoing weekly:
Mass, Sundays & Wednesdays, Puhoi church, 8.30am & 9am
Puhoi Bohemian Dance Group adult practices, Mondays, hall, 6pm
Puhoi Bohemian Children’s Dance Group practices, (school term only) Tuesdays, hall,
4pm
Mahjong club, library, Wednesdays, 1pm-4pm contact Sandra Beagley, 4220070

Ongoing fortnightly:
Celtic music sessions, Thursdays, Puhoi Hall, 7.15pm, contact Alan Wagstaff,
4220011
Ongoing monthly:
Puhoi Community Forum meetings, all welcome, last Tuesdays, sports club, 7.30pm,
Puhoi Village Market, last Sundays, sports club, 9am-1pm, Puhoi, Fireside Book Club
(numbers limited) third Tuesdays, library, 7.30pm

Newsletter design and printing is sponsored by
Ian Bateman 0800 784641
Supporting the community that supports us!
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Gollands auf Wiedersehen
Civil Defence preparation in Puhoi hopefully takes a giant
leap forward this month with the formation of a core group
to spearhead local emergency response action.
Sunday, August 6, saw 30 people turn out to a community
planting day which put 1000 native shrubs in the ground
and growing, followed by fortuitous rain, while the planters
relaxed at the local watering hole. See pictures below
Sorrell and Masami bring up the young manuka on riverside planting day, and, below, the gang which got them in
the ground.

This month’s village market will host probably the
most popular market event of the year, the Puhoi’s
Got Young Talent Contest. Please find more information and an entry form on the attachment accompanying the emailed version of this newsletter.
In a thrill for those like myself and Gerard Straka, who
have for years been documenting and recording the
Puhoi Bohemian dialect of our ancestors, interest has
recently been shown in a visit by researchers from the
German Language Institute in Mannheim. At the same
time, former Puhoi resident Roger Buckton, who first
commercially recorded the Puhoi Bohemian Band and
accordianists, and I, have started a joint venture to
add the dialect songs, in danger of dying out, to the
dance music brought out by our ancestors, and to
present them to the public.
This could mean a great opportunity for the Puhoi
Children’s Choir (not pictured) and its adult members
to learn and perform the songs, along with our instrumental music and folk dances.

German Language researchers Stefan Engelberg, left
rear, and Irene Rapp, front right, with Gerard Straka,
rear, and Jenny Schollum and Judith Williams at the
Puhoi Museum
Monthly Pub Trivial Pursuits continue, see historic
photo below, and registered teams are taking away
$400 or more when their organisation’s turn comes
round to rake in the winnings.

The Puhoi Community Forum reports from its July
meeting that the new school bus turn-around being
planned for the rotunda reserve will include a safe
pedestrian access from the Puhoi Central Business
Area by bridging the Saleyards Road tributary, probable in timber.
I am pleased to hear our Scouts are planning to do
something for our community for which I have been
calling for years, namely organising a, possibly free,
First Aid course, important for our everyday lives, and
also for Civil Defence emergencies.
I have a pile of those plastic notices with the Neighbourhood Support logo for those of you who think your
street needs some extra protection, or notification to
potential trouble-makers to stay out or the renewal of

an aged notice. They only need banging up on a tree,
post, fence or similar with six nails or screws. Email me
on: bohemia1863@gmail.com and I will get a notice to
you.
Auckland Council’s first inorganic collection for the Puhoi
area is now underway, and we hope you remembered to
book in for it. For those who missed out, Russell’s garage
accepts metal-only items and rags for cleaning oily
hands.
And, over the hill, MP Mark Mitchell and Minister for
Seniors, Arts, Culture and Heritage and Conservation
Maggie Barry are boiling up the kettle for us in a meeting
with Maggie at the Orewa Community Centre at 3pm on
Friday, August 11.
JUDITH MORE NEWS ABOUT OUR NEIGHBOURS
This is their first venture into catering for new Puhoi
Cottage café owners Danny, a Health and Safety consultant, and nurse Jo Lochery, formerly from York in
England.
Cornish pasties and homemade pies will feature on their
new menu, along with hearty winter food such as jacket
potatoes.
Winter opening hours started with Wednesdays and
Fridays from 10am to 3pm, and 10am to 4pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Fortnightly craft group meetings will
continue at the café, and the couple will consider requests for catering for special groups on days when they
would normally be closed to the public.
Jo and Danny, pictured below with young staff ‘adviser’
Laura Donovan, invite you to tell them what you would
like introduced to the café and its cuisine.

Jaqui , (she’s the one in the dark glasses at the front of
the group in the planting pic) recently moved to Puhoi
and is currently living in temporary accommodation. She
says, “I enjoy the vibe of this community and would like
to find a more permanent living situation here.
I am a mature, health professional working in the Auckland and Rodney districts and a musician. I have been a

home owner and also have excellent references from
past landlords.
I am looking for a one or two-bedroom place, preferably
unfurnished or partly furnished as I have a reasonable
amount of ‘stuff’. However, I will consider all options, a
barn, a long-term house-sit or flat-mate situation. I do
require access to internet as I run my own business and
prefer a semi-rural setting.
I have skills which include gardening and animal care
and spent many years living on a self-sufficient block of
land in the Wairarapa. I am responsible, tidy and an
environmentalist so you can be assured your property
and animals will loved.
If you know of something that may fit my requirements I
would be really grateful for any suggestions or leads. I
am available to move anytime between now and November.”
Contact Jaqui on 021 977 181 or
email jaquib@xtra.co.nz http://www.rhythmdotcom.com
DOGS PLUS LAMBS DON’T GO
Dog owners, please remember we are in lambing season now and keep your animals locked up or restrained.
It is surprising what your pets can get up to at night
when you think they are sleeping by the fire or just out
for a few minutes’ environmental action. Thank you from
our commercial farmers and smallholders for your consideration.

ed, and we can at least do our own draft. A draft review
working party comprising Paul Manton, Dustyn and
Sorrel O’Leary, Gavin Donaldson and Kevin Jones has
been formed, and the names of other residents interested in joining the group are being called for. Contact
forum co-chairpersons Paul Manton, plastic@clear.net.nz and Dustyn O’Leary,
dustyn.ol.nz@gmail.com
MORE CIVIL DEFENCE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD
SUPPORT NEWS
This August will see Civil Defence emergency response
leader Heston Prospere Smith aka Puhoi Air Scouts
leader, pictured below, call together a core group of
local people interested in putting together a response
plan for our and neighbouring catchments, including
Waiwera. Formation of this group will lead to a public
meeting later this year for your information and input.
Call Heston on 4220 070 if you are interested in being
part of the core planning group.

PUHOI COMMUNITY NEWSBRIEFS AND NOTICES
HIBISCUS COAST SEED SAVERS PREPARE FOR
SPRING
August 16 Orewa Library meeting at 10.30am. Local
enquiries to Joan Buchanan, 422 0020.
DRUMMING WORKSHOP
Sunday 13th August at the Mahurangi West
Hall. 10.30am -12.30pm. Suitable for all abilities, adults
and kids 8+. Adults $15, kids $10. Drums will be provided. Come and have fun creating rhythms together
and learn the basics of hand drumming. Limited numbers, registration is required. Contact Jaqui for enquiries
and registration on 021 977 181,
or jaquib@xtra.co.nz Further information on my website www.rhythmdotcom.com
MORE PUHOI COMMUNITY FORUM NEWS
The long-awaited Puhoi Pioneers Memorial Park management plan review will have a further wait while
Auckland Council combines all its parks under an
‘omnibus’ group review. Public consultation in Puhoi can
make a start ‘in anticipation’, however, the forum decid-

Heston Prospere Smith

