
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
Dear Puhoi residents and friends of our community, 
What a month of ups and down this has been, with poor 
Edgecumbe and parts of the Coromandel flooded beyond 
living memory for some Kiwis, and local rain causing our 
fire fighters to predict river rise was going to ‘go over the 
top’ that is, top its banks and flood the road, which, for you 
new residents, translates as turning central Puhoi into a 
lake. 
And, just over a week later, another heavy dump of rain 
created similar expectations, but, thankfully, even less 
harm, to our properties. However, dealing with a large 
poplar which fell neatly across the Puhoi River from our 
new Puhoi Pioneers Memorial Park riverside walkway to 
the reserve beside 48 Ahuroa Road was a learning exer-
cise for me. 
As a reserve neighbour and riverside householder, I was 
naturally concerned about stream damming and flooding 
and wondered how much quick Auckland Council action 
we could expect in such cases. After all, it was all on 
council controlled public reserves. 
It could be days before the stormwater engineer could 
even get round to looking at it, I was told on ringing 09 301 
0101, the council line for reporting such incidents. Instead, 
adding insult to injury, I later received a survey on how 
well I thought AC had performed! I also tested the possibil-
ity of our reserve neighbours doing it ourselves with a few 
chainsaws and some manpower, but quickly discovered 
this was not a realistic expectation, with the Easter break 
upon us and people away on holiday or reluctant to use 
chainsaws because of the perceived danger. I thank our 
park grazier, Kevin Jones, and my neighbour, Steve 
Roach, pictured, for the help they were prepared to offer. 
On my reporting on my experience to the Puhoi Communi-
ty Forum meeting several days later our Rodney Local 
Board representatives Beth Houlbrooke and Tessa Berger 
asked why I hadn’t thought to contact them, as it was their 
job to push AC for action on behalf of their residents. Of 
the three options I had considered, I figured that might be 
the most promising. But it is still a case of wait and see 
about that  tree 
Meanwhile, as a longstanding Puhoi resident, historian 
and descendant of our Bohemian founders, I was sad-
dened, one morning in the sports club car park, to make 
the acquaintance of a group from our new motorway con-
sortium, Fletcher Acciona, preparing to meet up with 
Hokai Nuku, also a new group of tangata whenua created 
to liaise with the consortium on Maori cultural issues. They 
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were off on a walk over Billing Road archaeological 
sites. And why was I saddened, as the sites will clear-
ly and, thankfully, be protected from motorway con-
struction? However, that road was also until recently 
home to families related to our Bohemian and Europe-
an settlement history – families such as the Strakas, 
Multruses and Hallets - who have already sold and 
left. What will happen to their former homes and that 
history?   

Judith Williams 
 
PUHOI RURAL FIRE MARCH REPORT  
Medical – 2 
Structure Fire – 1 
Vehicle Fire - 1 
Scrub Fire – 1 
Tree Down – 2 
Alarm Call - 1 
MVC – 1 
  
For those that have been waiting for it, it’s open fire 
season again, meaning no permits are required. Still 
only burn what is acceptable. Go to the Council Web-
site and search Rural Fire. There is a list on what is 
able to be burnt. 
  
There has been some dreadful weather over the last 
month thankfully Puhoi has managed to dodge the big 
weather bombs that saw other parts of Auckland 
underwater! 
  
We have a new recruit and one rejoining who used to 
be with the team in Ahuroa. Looking forward to getting 
them on board and working alongside us. 
  
The station is almost built! Once it’s built then the 
work on the driveway/carpark can begin! Just need 
the last few dollars to complete the last meters of the 
pad. This work is expected to be completed about 
beginning of June. So our move is delayed slightly, 
but all good things come to those who wait! 
  
Chris Farac 
Senior Firefighter                                                
Puhoi Fire Brigade 
(with thanks, as always, to Chris for this report, ed) 
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WHAT’S ON IN PUHOI  
 
April 25 Anzac Day commemoration, sports ground and hall, 9am  
April 28 Ahuroa School Gibbs Farm Sculpture Park fundraiser, 10am-2pm  
May 6  Start of shooting season and weigh-in day at Puhoi pub 
May 13 & 14 Handel’s Messiah, Warkworth Town Hall, 4pm  
May 18 Start of Trivial Pursuits winter season, Puhoi pub, 7pm sharp  
May 29 Hall AGM 7pm 
June 25 Puhoi founders day celebrations, church, landing stone & hall 
June 29 Honouring of age and Puhoi musicians luncheon and music afternoon, pub. 
 
Ongoing weekly:  
Mass, Sundays & Wednesdays, Puhoi Church, 8.30am & 9am  
Puhoi Bohemian Dance Group adult practices, Mondays, hall, 6pm  
Puhoi Bohemian Children’s Dance Group practices, (school term only) Tuesdays, hall, 4pm  
 
Ongoing fortnightly:  
Celtic music sessions, Thursdays, Puhoi Cottage Tearooms, 7pm  
Ongoing monthly:  
Puhoi Community Forum meetings, all welcome, last Tuesdays, sports club, 7.30pm, Puhoi Village Market, last 
Sundays, sports club car park, 9am-1pm, Puhoi Fireside Book Club (numbers limited) third Tuesdays, library, 
7.30pm 

SOCCER SEASON 
The winter soccer season at the Puhoi Sports Club is 
already underway, with home games hopefully to be held 
at least every second week, starting again after the 
school holidays. Friday night is still training night, but 
Wednesday is now a weekly social occasion for the 
adults, with pool and darts from 5.30pm. 
 
MIKE PERO FOUNDATION 
“We make a contribution from every sale we make locally 
into the Puhoi office foundation fund,” says Ian Bateman, 
our newsletter sponsor. “This is not 10s of thousands of 
dollars, but significant enough to help a few worthy caus-
es, be they for individuals or small organisations, and this 
is kept confidential when it applies to individuals. We just 
want to put the money to some good use and support the 
local communities that support us.” 
All applications need to be made directly to the Mike 
Pero Foundation via their website: http://
mikeperofoundation.com/  (thank you for that, Ian, ed.) 

WARM WELCOMES 
New owners have moved into 152b Greenhollows 
Rd (Jules & John’s place.) 
They are Catherine and Christopher Ruhen, aka 
Chris & Cat. Email: cruhen@xtra.co.nz 
And Mike Jensen and Natalie Caldwell have moved 
into 110 Ahuroa Rd. We believe Mike has already 
volunteered at the fire station. Email: mike@jfx.nz 
 
FREE FIREWOOD 
Firewood suitable for this season’s burning, easy 
access, central village, bring vehicle and chainsaw, 
Judith 09 4220 181 
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PUHOI COMMUNITY FORUM NEWS 
 
For those receiving this newsletter by email, please find 
the draft minutes of the April 18 Puhoi Community 
Forum attached. The minutes include reports on the 
reinstatement of a wetland on the farmed section of the 
Puhoi Pioneers Memorial Park, an update on the devel-
opment of a walkway there and renewal of the farm 
lease to Kevin Jones, residents wishes for future pro-
jects and activities for the memorial park, including 
results of an informal survey by Sarah Churchouse of 
people’s wishes for the land (the majority wanted the 
land to remain pretty much as it is now) 
Those of you who receive this newsletter through the 
mail boxes in the Puhoi Store can find the minutes on 
Mike Swain’s website: www.puhoinz.com   Sarah’s 
survey results can be found on: http://puhoinz.com/
river-park-use-survey   
 
ANZAC DAY 2017 COMMEMORATIONS IN PUHOI  
This will be the third year since the start of our modern 
Puhoi Anzac Day commemorations, organised by the 
Puhoi Historical Society, with the participation of our 
own uniformed groups, including Scouts, Fire Brigade 
and Sports Club, and, hopefully, for 2017, some of our 
children mounted on horses. 
Starting at 9am with its traditional wreath laying cere-
mony, trumpet call and speeches at the war memorial 
gates on the bridge leading to the Puhoi Pioneers Me-
morial Park, this commemoration has proven to be one 
of the most loved and supported of all our annual vil-
lage functions. 
A new and special feature this year will be the Puhoi 
Children’s Choir in a diversity of uniforms according to 
which community groups they also belong to, singing 
An Anzac Anthem.  
At the conclusion of the bridge ceremony, and led by 
the uniformed groups, all our participating residents will 
process up the road to the hall where the historical 
society will welcome us  for morning tea and a display 

on the servicemen who went to war from Puhoi.  
Please see the poster below for our library’s contribution 
to this very significant annual community commemora-
tion. 

SWEYN FORKBEARD AND ALL THAT STUFF 
Hosted by our village market committee, April 30 is this 
year’s annual celebration of Puhoi’s ethnic and national 
diversity, with stalls, body art demonstrations, cultural 
performances, and an entertainment programme, includ-
ing belly dancing. Sue’s famous vegetarian samosa 
cooking demonstrations, are always popular, and Puhoi’s 
own Bohemian folk dancing will naturally feature. The 
strong presence of our British residents and their pride 
will, hopefully, be challenged this year by the growing 
number of Danish-descended residents in our village. 
But, “they raped our women,” somebody with a long, 
almost 1000-year, memory, British, obviously, helpfully 
commented when I put the idea to him. It must have 
been true, however, because another, alleged Brit, and 
notorious Saleyards Road initiator of all things naughty, 
has come out of the woodwork with the claim he was 
descended from King Cnut’s grandson, Sweyn Fork-
beard.  
But this year our Puhoi Brits are acting a little bit leader-
less, gormless almost – something to do with that hap-
pening in the home country with the name like a break-
fast cereal, I suppose, so all I could convince them to do 
for our market day was to sing a few sea shanties, with 
words and music kindly supplied by Alan Wagstaff, and 

circulated as an attachment to this newsletter. So 
please support them, if you can pronounce them. 
So this year our Czechs and Ukrainians, Scots and 
Irish, Hungarians, Dutch descended  and Germans, 
beginning to be balanced by newcomers of Pasifika, 
Asian, Japanese, Chinese, Korean and Indian connec-
tions, not to mention non Kiwi colonials from South 
Africa and Australia, might get their chance to make a 
contribution. 
Turkey, Iraq and Iran’s connections with the Puhoi vil-
lage market tend to be already established, through the 
stallholders selling delicacies such as brined olives and 
pastries. But we would welcome individuals or groups of 
friends dressed in national costumes or just draped in a 
national flag and wandering around with samples of 
national cuisine to give out, or you could hire a stall at 
$20 from which to sell your billtong or bobotie, your 
baclava and baking, and, please, your breads. 
(I would personally fall upon the bosom of anyone who 
could make me some genuine German Graubrot or 
Russian or Ukrainian rye bread. Editor) 
 
PAWS FOR THOUGHT 

Temporarily taken over by around 450 motorcycles 
and their riders, Puhoi’s town centre became pretty 
impassible for a while recently as visitors, to their 
surprise, mingled with bikies on a charity ride and 
barbeque to highlight animal welfare, hosted by the 
Puhoi hotel. 
 
CIVIL DEFENCE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT 
Civil Defence, now called Emergency Response, and 
Neighbourhood  Support  are now established in Puhoi, 
led by Heston Prosper-Smith and Judith Williams. Of the 
Puhoi catchment’s 21 streets and roads, sadly Billing 
Road has had to be removed from the list as some of its 
handful of houses has been bought to make room for 
motorway construction and the resident families have 
moved away. NS street convenors, who will collect the 

contact details of their residents, have now been found 
for over half the remaining streets, Judith reported to 
the last Puhoi Community Forum meeting. 

Rodney Neighbourhood Support convenor Marga-
ret Faed with a map of Puhoi catchment roads 

LITTLE PUHOI VILLAGE HERITAGE PROJECT 
Larry Mitchell talks to Vanya Watts and Alison 
Sampson about his project at a recent information 
day held in the Puhoi Hall. 
 
PUHOI COMMUNITY NEWSBRIEFS AND NOTICES 
 
MOVING MUSIC 
Fortnightly Thursday evening Celtic Sessions are now 
being held at Puhoi Cottage Café, starting at 7pm. The 
next session is on April 27. 
Puhoi Centennial Hall AGM Monday 7pm 29th May 
2017 
The Hall belongs to everyone in Puhoi. Please come 
and help us look after and maintain our beautiful build-
ing. The committee meets once a month for about an 
hour. 
Kind Regards 
Val Smith, secretary. 
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