
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
In my few days’ escape from Puhoi pressures last week I 
rocked up to Kohukuhu on the north Hokianga harbour to 
discover they were holding a Celtic dance or ceilidh in the 
local hall that evening – a splendid surprise, as I have just 
started to enjoy the Celtic music sessions being organised 
for Puhoi, and was wondering when dancing would be 
introduced. There is nothing like country dancing, albeit it 
English, with its Dashing White Sergeants and Strip the 
Willows for a wee warm up on the shores of a beautiful 
waterway. 
Those few days in the Far North renewed my memories of 
the kindness and welcoming friendliness of the folks up 
there, so it was with sadness I later watched a television 
news item which apparently placed two of the towns near 
the top of a list of the New Zealand communities with the 
highest rates of violence in public places. 
Watching the Tasman Sea and Pacific Ocean mingle at 
the top of New Zealand created feelings of peace rather 
than confrontation for me and I was glad to be able to 
renew my commitment to my country at that beautiful 
place. 
Puhoi is also a peaceful and loving place – how can we 
extend the good things we enjoy here to people in areas 
of New Zealand less fortunate, I wondered. 
 

Judith Williams 
HERE GO SOME MORE INTERSECTION WOES 

Dear Judith 

We only met for a short time one afternoon when looking 
for the missing cat; and are both only here for another 
three weeks at Terri and Jerry's place. 
Being local Hibiscus Coasters all our lives mainly, we 
have frequented Puhoi many times over the years.  Unfor-
tunately it seems that the little Bohemian village has not 
ceased to be a curse to get out of. I am sure after a much 
enjoyed Saturday or Sunday outing to this quaint little 
village, many a motorist will be crossing their fingers, or 
praying continuously that they arrive on the other side of 
the highway safely.Two things that appear to need atten-
tion for the safety of both resident and traveller from my 

observations are as follows: 
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1)     The 'YELLOW STOP LINE' has seen better 
days, one often drives over the mark only to find 
themselves rather close to the outer parameters. 

2)     The apparent Government department body that 
set the speed limit for the tunnel and tariff area 
at the time of opening, obviously did not consid-
er the safety of the exiting traffic from 
Puhoi.  Despite there being a 'merge lane'; there 
is no doubt in my mind that people take their 
lives into their own hands when trying to cross to 
the other side.  Motorists are travelling at 100km 
plus an hour.   I say 'plus' because I have been 
a motorist going both ways and have been ap-
palled at the rush of motorists to exceed the 
100/80km speed limit. All this coupled with the 
sheer volume of traffic, makes this a very dan-
gerous intersection. 

From Hatfields Beach all the way to the Northern 
Gateway Tariff area is 80km.  They did that because 
this area is extremely dangerous.  Not being a resi-
dent here, I can only give an opinion, hoping that the 
residents perhaps might take up a petition for all who 
live and visit here, to get the speed limit reduced to 
80km.  Seventy would be even better, but I cannot 
see that happening. Those who have set this limit, 
would benefit a visit on a Sunday morning at 11am or 
afternoon between 3pm and 5pm; or on any late after-
noon between 4pm and 6pm. I have been behind a 
line of traffic trying to get out onto the main highway; 
and I myself am praying each time I attempt this my-
self.Bottom line...who can trust centre merge strips 
when the traffic is going at 100 + km per hour on two-
laned roads, with traffic that is frequently crossing. 
Penney Ness 
(thank you, Penney and Pete, for those observations, 
which have been passed on to our community forum’s 
little group dealing with this road exit issue, ed) 
 
PUHOI COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING APRIL 26 
Watch our Puhoi website: www.puhoinz.com for the 
full report of a meeting quite different, and much more 
consensual, in style, from the one reported on in last 
month’s newsletter.  
 
BEST OF BRITISH MISSING 
There were curried samosas, Dutch cheeses, Bohe-
mian dancers and Ukrainian costumes, plus plenty of 
English onlookers, but we missed that special little 
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WHAT’S ON IN PUHOI 
May 8 Puhoi Hotel birthday Bier Fest & Mother’s Day celebration 1pm-5pm 
May 10 Puhoi Historical Society AGM, museum archives room, 7pm 
May 12 Fortnightly Celtic music session, hall, 7pm 
May 26 Puhoi Sports Club rib night with music 6.30pm 
May 30 Puhoi Centennial Hall AGM, all welcome, 7pm 
June 26 Puhoi Founders Day, church, 11am, landing stone, midday, lunch, music & folk dancing, hall 12..30pm - 
c4pm 
June 26 Puhoi Farmers Market, sports club, 9am-1pm 
June 28 Puhoi Community Forum AGM, 7pm, brief social & monthly meeting, sports club, 7.30pm 
June 29 Honouring of Age and Puhoi Musicians luncheon, Hotel 
August 28 Farmers Market & special  ‘Puhoi’s Got Young Talent’  quest, sports club, 9am -1pm 
October  Puhoi Women’s Dinner 2016, hotel, date TBA 
(ongoing monthly throughout the year: Puhoi Fireside Book Club, third Tuesdays, Puhoi Community Forum, last 
Tuesdays, Puhoi Farmers Market, last Sundays, Celtic music sessions, Thursdays, fortnightly. 

 

http://www.puhoinz.com


touch of humour which our British residents 
brought to our April ethnic markets of the 
past. Never mind, there’s always another 
year…Meantime, your ever-active market 
committee which, by the way, is still search-
ing for a new manager to keep te members in 
control, has a new challenge for its August 
28 2016 market – a ‘Puhoi’s Got Young Tal-
ent’ contest for individual or group entrants 
up to the age of 18. Contact: puhoifarmers-
market@gmail.com  
 
ANZAC DAY IN PUHOI 2016  
 
This second year of Anzac commemorations 
in our own Puhoi community was attended by 
over 150 members of the community and 
uniformed firefighters, Air and Sea Scouts. 
Meticulously organised by the Puhoi Histori-
cal Society and with plenty of support by lo-
cal organisations, Anzac is something which 
appeals to a big cross section of Kiwis. How-
ever, as one young speaker reminded, now 
is maybe the time to move on from the cele-
bration of past war events, heroes and old 
soldiers, and instead to think about how we 
can ensure that war does not happen again. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the participants  in Puhoi’s 2016 An-
zac commemorations – bottom  left, our Sea 
Scouts, right top, Summer, Fern and Phoenix  
Mc Clean, winners of the young speechmak-
ers competition, in the centre bugler Oliver 
Furneaux plays the Reveille and Last Post at 
the raising and lowering of the flag at the 
Puhoi Pioneers Memorial Park, lower right 
Puhoi’s Air Scouts and their leaders strike  a 
proud pose in the Puhoi Centennial Hall. 
 
COMMUNITY NEWSBRIEFS AND NOTICES 
NOT A TOTAL WILDERNESS 
A report on the search for a museum site and 
an update on the current situation with ceme-
tery plot purchase under new Auckland City 
rules are on the agenda when Puhoi’s histori-
cal society holds its AGM this Tuesday, May 
10, at 7pm in the museum’s records room. All 
are welcome to attend and a $10 per individu-
al or $20 a family subscription will make you a 
voting society member. Society historian Jen-
ny Schollum will speak on an entry of 29 June 
1863 entitled The German Special Settle-
ment, from the very useful on-line archives, 
Papers Past New Zealand, which throws light 
on the surrounding areas and the geograph-
ical, natural and man-made structures our 
ancestors were to find upon their arrival in the 
Puhoi Valley. 
 
NO DANGER OF FALLING DOWN 
Centennial Hall AGM 30th May 7pm. All wel-
come. 
This beautiful hall belongs to all of you who 
live in Puhoi. 
Please come along and help us preserve and 
maintain this lovely building. 
Please come forward and help us on the com-
mittee. We meet once a month for about an 
hour. 
Attached is an annual membership form. We 
really appreciate families who become mem-
bers as it helps when applying for grants to 

help with maintenance as well as helping to 
cover the cost of day to day expenses in-
curred, such as insurances and electricity.  
Val Smith 
  
ALL OUR FAITH LIES IN OUR NEW OR-
GAN 
Another lovely recent Kowhai Singers Choir 
concert in our church featured Fauré’s Requi-
em and songs of celebration, with Hibiscus 
Coast organist, piano teacher and accompa-
nist Janet Gibbs , with her husband, testing 
the magnificent new Puhoi church organ’s 
capabilities with a solo piece, ‘Alle Roem Is 
Uitgesloten’ (All Our Salvation is in Christ) by 
Dutch composer Teke Biltsma.  

LOOKING FOR LOVE? 
Our herbal and health expert Joan Buchanan 
requests that the woman who was asking 
about how to source Southernwood ( Artemi-
sia abrotanum) also known as Lad’s Love,  
contact her on 09 4220020 or email: jabu-
chanan@xtra.co.nz  
 
OLD ADAM AND HIS ALE 
Puhoi Sports Club rib night, May 26, 6.30pm 
onwards, $23 a head. Slow-cooked, succu-
lent BBQ ribs with side salad and a standard 
ouse wine or beer, and all accompanied by 

smooth background music. 
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