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Overview 

Te Muri Regional Park, some 45 minutes north of Auckland, is a popular and well used beach and camping ground 
visited by locals year round, and is a much loved and popular destination for day visitors from Auckland to the wider 
Mahurangi. Importantly, although readily accessible, a vital part of Te Muri’s character lies in its seclusion in a quiet 
valley away from the main highway, a seclusion which is largely due to its pedestrian only access. 

Together with a small handful of other such beaches like New Chum’s in the Coromandel, which is described as a 
jewel in New Zealand’s coastal crown, the pedestrian only access aspect of Te Muri is a vital part of its character 
and any development initiative should seek to retain this at all costs. Auckland Council’s foresight in purchasing 
and protecting this key property is commendable, as is its desire to further develop the recreational opportunities 
the park offers. We strongly support the current proposals to protect the historic heritage and make it, and the role 
of the local Iwi, more accessible.

Objective of this Submission

To address the proposed development by Auckland Council of Te Muri Regional Park in Rodney District and 
influence the Council’s direction with regard to this development. To provide the Parks, Recreation and Sport 
Committee with relevant information from local community groups who will be strongly impacted by the proposed 
development plan and provide a more optimised development alternative. 



Our Goals 

The Puhoi Community Forum is an umbrella organisation representing diverse local community groups. On behalf 
of the Puhoi Community as a whole we advocate that the Te Muri Regional Park development should be integrated 
with the NZTA Ara Tūhono project, the Te Araroa Trust walkways, the Mahurangi Coastal Trail Trust and the 
Historic Puhoi Village community. 

We wish to retain the special nature of the Te Muri Regional Park for the future enjoyment of all New Zealanders 
by prohibiting vehicle access. 

We seek the opportunity to work with Auckland Council’s Regional Park Management Plan to develop the park’s 
potential to connect existing public open spaces and provide a world class recreational venue.

Proposal Outline

Our submission primarily seeks to relocate the proposed car park(s) to land already bought by NZTA for Ara 
Tūhona behind Puhoi community domain. This would provide car park access off State Highway 1 and park access 
via Hungry Creek Road, eliminating the cost involved in upgrading this road and retaining the park access as walk, 
bike, horseride or boat only.

Prohibiting car access and relocating the proposed carpark allows the development of Te Muri Regional Park to:

•  Integrate existing walkways in the Puhoi Pioneer Park, on the Te Araroa trail already connecting Moirs Hill 
 and Wenderholm, and in the Mahurangi Regional Park itself, by positioning the proposed car park between 
 Puhoi and the beginning of Hungry Creek Road, on land already purchased on the north bank of Puhoi  
 River. 
 
•  The construction of the car park at this location would utilise and enhance existing infrastructure and   
 amenities to provide a world class outdoor recreational park.
 
•  Retain the protected status of Te Muri beach by prohibiting car access, acknowledging its unique heritage 
 and status as a more remote destination. 

•  Enhance access to Te Muri Park by water, allowing kayakers, canoeists and paddle boarders to access the 
 Puhoi River away from the congested Historic Village Centre. 

•  Minimize the significant impact of large numbers of beach goers and holiday makers accessing this   
 park from having only one vehicle entry point.  Providing three different access points will provide so   
 many more opportunities for all visitors to enjoy the entire farmpark and disperse the visitor impact and  
 numbers over the entire park amphitheatre.

•  Provide a vital link for a continued historical connection to be sustained between the Te Muri Farmpark  
 the Puhoi Historic Society, the Puhoi Historic Village, local Iwi and the Auckland Council. The historic   
 link between this land and the Puhoi Historic village should be preserved and maintained to develop   
 further educational and tourism opportunities for future generations.

This approach allows far greater scope for recreational mountain bikers, horse riders, walkers, and formal events  
organizers to combine an existing network. The Te Araroa trust already has land granted that would  connect the 
existing Te Araroa trail from the Puhoi Domain with the proposed car park along the north bank of the Puhoi River. 
Access from the car park on the north side of Puhoi River would be underneath State Highway 1 to the beginning 
of Hungry Creek Road. 

Te Muri Beach is currently secluded and quiet.  Locations like this 
are becoming rare in North Auckland and the level of use here 
would change dramatically if direct car access to the beach was 
provided.  

Te Muri Beach is also currently a vital breeding site 
for endangered NZ Dotterel.  This breeding ground 
would be threatened greatly by increased visitor 
numbers.



This proposal submits that multiple access points to the Te Muri Regional Park would still be provided by: 

1. Parking at the current Mahurangi West Regional Park car park above or at Sullivan’s Bay and entering using 
the existing access across the Te Muri-o-Tarariki Stream. 

2. Parking at the existing Wenderholm Regional car park and entering via the proposed footbridge across the 
Wenderholm Estuary or as currently, across the Puhoi River at low tide and across farmland over the 
headland to Te Muri Beach. 

3. Parking at the new proposed car park situated to the east of the Puhoi Domain on the north bank of the 
Puhoi River, crossing via under bridge to the beginning of Hungry Creek Road and continuing along 
that road 2 km to Te Muri Beach. 

We consider it vital that the Council’s Regional Parks and Sports Committee recognises the strength of the 
opposition to providing vehicle access to Te Muri Beach and thereby destroying its unique and highly valued 
character. We feel it is possible to develop the recreational opportunities of the park without losing sight of the 
area’s very special nature and expect the Committee to hear and seriously consider our proposal with all due 
process. We look forward to providing further information regarding our proposal in person at the appropriate 
time. 

Dustyn O’Leary - Puhoi Community Forum Chairperson 

Larry Mitchell - Puhoi Community Forum Chairperson 

(Prepared by: Ms S O’Leary MA, DipTch, Ms K Mankelow, Ms D O’Leary BLA
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