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End olyear message

This year ha* been a very busy one for us all and we have had to face it once again with a very small
committee. I would like to thank my very small committee for all their conhibutions towards keeping
the Puhoi Historical Society going.

In the foreground, Jenny and I have hosted many Group Tours this year; most probably the most we

have hosted so far and the new charge of $12 has not been mentioned. The feedback that we receive
proves that we are dorng a great service to the history of Puhoi. Jenny has this year very successfully

launched a children's Dance Group, and these yomg ones have stolen the limelight each time. Many
of them are home-schooled and so are available and count helping us as pmt of their service to the

community. 'We are very fortunate to have them. When we have the critical members available the

adults show off with the 'Egerlander Polka' - the flyrng dance. A very big thank you to all of the

dancers for your time this year.

We shone through with hosting the vuy first ANZAC Parade in Puhoi and will continue this into the

future. We hosted a successful lszrrd,Anniversary weekend including a dance.

The receip of the grant from the Czech Republic Consulate in Sydney has been the big bonus of the
year, bringing us forward in a fast growing IT world. In addition, we have installed an EFTOS
rnachine and this has provento be very usefirl.

Jenny and I now look forward to starting the Individual Family Folders to continue with our main
interest - the collection, preservation and presentation of family inforrration.

The position of teasurer is still vacant. Please let us know if you could assist us in this valuable role.

Jenny and I are co-shming in the mearttime and finally I can report that our Finance Portfolio is
looking very healthy

In the background we have Kelviu Adrian, Wendy and our newest member Bev, who all add to the

committee's efforts of helping us go forward in such ways as to encourage progress within our
Society and in the Public domain. Two other people I would like to tbaok are Norm Golding and

Chris Mundell who faithfully keep our museum open daily. Our gratitude is huge.

We may not have made much progress towards finding a building for a new home (so many

stumbling blocks) or adding a shop into the Records Roonn, but we should be proud of what we have

achieved with such a few people. I would love to see what we could achieve with double the people.

Puhoi history is well worth preserving, so if you are itrterested in helping us, we would be delighted to
hear from you" Please contact me or Jenny at puhoibohemianmuseum@gmail.com.

I wish you all a very Merr!,Chrismas and Happy New Year.

Sheryll Titford (Mrs)
President.
Puhoi Historical Society
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PUhoi Cemetery Petition
We have just received a reply from Auckland Council (below) in response to our petition which was
presented on 8th July 2015. \I/e will be seeking to negotiate further on:
1. 'exclusive right of burial being at the current rate' for those who consider that they already own plots;
2. Therc is no intention 'at this stage' ....to offer plots for general sale.

Please let us know your opinions and suggestions and send contact details to
puhoibohemianmuseum@gmail.com or P O 8ox404224, Puhoi 0951 for a register of those interested in
pursuing this further.
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History_section
Schischka Land Sold

Lorcnz and Rosalie Schischka with four sons and three daughters arrived in New Z,ealand on the 'Liverpool'
in 1866- l,oret:zwas the leader of this goup of emigrants.

Under the 'Homestead Act' they were granted 220 acres of laild (Lot 68 and part Lot 70) on the south side
ofthe hills at the head of Puhoi Valley. It was poor country, bushclad and steep.

The map shows the land granted to the
Schischkas, Wechs and Wenzlicks with the
winding road to Ahuroa running through it.
Lorenz bought another 91 acres, Lot 133, which
gave them a house site and brought them closer to
Puhoi but they still had to ford the river. The villa
that they built here was later shifted to Ahuroa to
become ahome for the Berger family.

Later they acquired better land across the river
from Puhoi Village where they erected a villa and,
farm buildings. This land has now been
incorporated into the Puhoi Pioneers Memorial

A view of Puhoi from the Lorenz Schischka land
at the w'estern end of Puhoi. The Schischka villa
and farm buildings are at centre left. The
Schischka Boarding House and Store and
associated buildings are at centre right. PHS 3744

Another son, Edward, was born in New Zealartd. He
served as a Rodney County Councillor from l9l7 to
1923. Edward and his wife, Anna (nee Remiger)
settled on land across the river from this land some
time after they were married in 1896, building a home
around 192A. This land has recently been sold and the
developer is offering 12 well designed lots for sale

although many of them have already been reserved. Puhoi is a very sought after area. Many properties have
changed ownership this year.

The Family of Lorenz and Rosalie Schischka
Vincent, the oldest son, set up the Schischka Boarding House and Store and
in 1874 acquired a liquor license. He later sub-let the license to Vincent
Plescher and, relinquishing the Store to his brother, Christian, went back to
managing the Schischka farm.

John left for Auckland on tuming 16, getting a job as a grocer's boy and
playing the fiddle at night to pay for his board. In 1907, he founded the
National Trading Company to help market Puhoi produce. A grandson,
'Fergie' served on the Auckland Council.

Joseph went to work for John as a grocer's assistant in Auckland remaining there until he has saved the
f,100 needed to buy land on both sides of the Puhoi estuary, all now incorporated ia Auckland Regional
parks.

Lorenz and Rosalie's oldest daughter, Anna" married James Gopperettr, a Bavarian, and moved to Taranaki.

Kate maried Stephen Schischka. They ran a general store attached to their honne at Upper Waiwera.

Theresa married a Scot, James Masson, who was building homes in the ared at the time. They settled at
Paparoa.
The family built several more villas in Puhoi, two of which remain.

Park.



Abit of humour
(You've probably heard them before but this is an historical newsletter)

A Viking named Rudolph the Red looked outside and said, "It's going to rain-.
His wife asked him, "How do you knowthis?"
He replied, "Because Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear".

An elderly man was stopped by the police at 2.00 a.m.
*Where would you be going at this time of the monring?" they asked.
The man replied, " I'm going to a lecture on the dangers of over induleing in alcoholic beverages along
with smoking and staying out late'?.
'o'Who would be giving such a lecture?" they asked
"Ah, that would be my wife!".

Puhoi Historical Socie End of Year Function
Puhoi Hall 6.00 p.m. Monday l41*-December. The Puhoi Bohemian Dancers adults and children's groups "
will show off what we've been learning followed by a picnic on the riverbank. Please bring a plate of food
to share, your own drinks, glasses, cutlery and blanket to sit on.

The Dance Group enjoyed marching and dancing in bath tle Orewa and Warkworth Santa
Parades diskibuting invitations to the above event in the hope of attracting more mennbers
to both the PHS and Dance Group. A huge thanks to the younger ones who polkaed right
through two circuits of the \tr/arkworth streets- Your energy and enthusiasm was very much
appreciated.

We can now all wear the white cotton blackberry stitch socks thanks to expert knitters
Sandra Beagley and Mary Shackleton joining Jenny in this time consuming but satisffing
project. We're close to having all the young ones dressed in costumes that fit them.

Annual Woodchopping Carnival
A great family day out. Saturday 9th January 2016 beginning 9.00 a.m. on the Puhoi Pub lawn.
Our museum will be open 10 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Mahurangi Regatta

The Mahurangi Regatta has been running in its present fonn at Sullivan's Ba5 Mahurangi West, since 1974
but it is recorded tlrat a regattawas held in 1858. January 30th is the date for 2016 with shoreside events
from 11.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. and sailing events beginning at 1.00 p.m.

Egerlaender Mass

The Puhoi Children's Choir has been learning some dialect songs including some from the Egerlaender
Folk Mass. It is hoped that members of Sts Peter and Paul's congregation, members of the Puhoi
Community and some of our Ohaupo Bohemians will join them to sing part of our Easter Sunday Mass at
Puhoi on March 27,2016. A group of Egerlaender friends led by Alfred Baumgarfirer will also be present.

News has just been received that the Egerlaender Youth Choir sang this Folk Mass to conclude the three
day Egerlaender Gathering in Rauenberg, Gemany ,n2007.

Finally
We can still get tea towels, badges, books etc. to you if you are still looking for that Chrisfinas present...
We would love to see you in the museum of you are travelling this way.

Wishing you a very happy, restfril and enjoyable Christmas and holiday time.

Bleib sbund!


