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Certificate in Organic Horticulture (Level 3)

Explore the latest trends in 
sustainable growing through a 
science-based approach to a wide 
range of organic techniques and 
systems.

This course will be of great value to orchardists, 
commercial growers, farmers, rural entrepreneurs 
and those seeking a healthier alternative to 
conventional food production or employment in 
the horticulture industry.  

Learn to build ecosystems, promote 
biodiversity, increase soil and plant health, 
and grow plants without relying on artificial 
fertilisers and poisonous sprays. 

Organic philosophies can be applied to the 
cultivation of any plants – from suburban 
gardens to pastures, orchards, food crops, 

shelter belts and woodlots. They also embrace 
principles of kaitiakitanga, which may 
interest Tangata Whenua involved with land 
management.

Although this programme has a horticultural 
bias, pastoral farmers wishing to get an 
understanding of what organic farming is all 
about will also find this course of value.

Some prior knowledge of horticulture and 
growing plants is recommended although 
keen beginners are invited to apply.

Topics covered include:
• Organic philosophies
• Certification agencies
• Soil management
• Soil food webs
• Composting
• Companion planting
• Crop rotation
• Green manures
• Weed control
• Pest and disease management
• Plant knowledge
• An introduction to Permaculture
• Planting for birds, bees and beneficial insects.
 
On successful completion students will be 
awarded a Certificate in Organic Horticulture 
(Level 3).

Go Organic
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About Agriculture New Zealand

Agriculture New Zealand, a national multi-site Private Training Establishment, is registered 
and accredited with NZQA and has been a specialist provider of quality agricultural and 
horticultural training since 1993.  All of our agriculture programmes have been awarded 
the AgExcel Quality Mark which is endorsed by DairyNZ and Beef + Lamb New Zealand 
and recognises industry relevant, superior agricultural training. Agriculture New Zealand is 
recognised as a specialist provider of training in Organic Horticulture.

Course Structure 
Each course typically runs over ten months 
with students attending weekly tutorials, 
workshops or field trips either in the daytime 
(during school hours) or evenings with 
weekend field trips.

Our tutors provide excellent learning 
opportunities using a variety of techniques 
including interactive and stimulating tutorials; 
group discussions; practical activities; and case 
studies from real-life situations.

Although the assessments on this Level 3 
course are predominantly theory, there are 
some practical requirements.

Pathways
Students may progress into our Applied 
Organics Level 4 course, seek employment 
in the organic industry or use the skills and 

knowledge they have gained to develop their 
own enterprise. Networking between organic 
growing enthusiasts is an added bonus from 
joining this course.

Enrolment & Fee Information
These courses are approved for New Zealand 
Domestic Students and may be delivered 
in partnership with your local Polytechnic. 
Contact us for details regarding eligibility to 
enrol, and for course fees in your area. 

Courses may be offered in most Agriculture 
New Zealand Training locations, subject to 
sufficient interest.  

 
 

Contact us today for more 
information or to apply.
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