
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Christmas seems to be coming early to our community 
this year, with wind-up parties starting in November, and 
vegetable seedlings bolting almost as soon, it seems, as 
they start of make some growth. 
The annual burn up of vegetation on my property, Goose 
Green, went without a hitch in time for the end of the legal 
season, sheep shearing was over just in time to avoid fly-
strike weather, and the meat is safely stowed in the freez-
er, with peas, potatoes, garlic and broad beans looking 
likely for Christmas Day, so please excuse me for sound-
ing smug! 
NCEA over, I was glad to turf my supervisors’ training 
manual in the rubbish, as you kids were surely also doing 
with your study notes. Now I am just waiting for Eli to mow 
my rushes ( sorry, Eli that is not a hurry up!) I’ll guarantee 
most of you are far busier than I, what with school reports 
to write, offices to close up for Christmas and tonnes of 
functions to attend, most of them probably, requiring the 
dreaded ‘bring a plate’ treatment.  
This year has seen an explosion of children’s folk dance 
and music groups in our village, the core of each compris-
ing our local home-schooled children and taught by Jenny 
Schollum and Carole Hay. The exquisite premier evening 
at the Art Show, which closed on December 6, was made 
even lovelier by their folk singing, while the December 4 
Kowhai Singers concert in our church was yet another 
opportunity to show case the group. ( See pix below) 
Wishing you all a safe and blessed Christmas, and my 
thanks to all who have helped make our community so 
loving. Seems to me that nobody here ever turns you 
down when you ask for help for yourself and others. 
May God reward your goodness  
 
Judith Williams 
 
FROM THE PUHOI COMMUNITY FORUM’S  NOVEM-
BER 24 MEETING 
 
(Please see the Puhoi website: www.puhoinz.com for the 
full meeting minutes, and thanks to Mike Swain for his 
work on the website on our behalf.) 
Below is a letter on the felling of poplars at lower Krippner 
Road from Dustyn O’Leary) 
Dear Krippner Road Residents, 
As you will all be aware there were recently 15 mature 
poplar trees removed along the stream bank at the start of 
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Krippner Rd.  Following several complaints from 
Krippner Rd residents Auckland Council met with 
these concerning parties and apologized for the re-
moval of these trees without following the proper 
process or consulting with the surrounding residents 
or wider local community.   
In order to try make up for this error they have also 
agreed to undertake mitigation replanting along this 
strip of the stream bank.  As residents long this road I 
would like to call for your thoughts on the appropriate 
replanting theme.  If you could please express your 
preference for either replanting with the same poplar 
species, to continue on the existing theme, or alterna-
tively to replant with native trees instead, that would 
be greatly appreciated.  I will be going back to the 
council with our preference and a replanting plan first 
thing in the new year so please get back to myself 
(dustyn.ol.nz@gmail.com) or Peter Straka 
(peter_st@paradise.net.nz) with your preference 
before then. 
Kind Regards 
Dustyn 
(Puhoi Community Forum Co-Chair) 
PUHOI FIRE BRIGADE NOVEMBER 2015  REPORT 
Call statistics for November - Scrub Fire – 3 Power-
lines arcing – 1 Medical - 1 
Well I think it’s safe to say summer is here! The days 
are hot, with an increasing average night time temper-
ature! 
The biggest thing to note is that as of 1st December 
we moved into a restricted Fire Season. This means 
any outdoor fire will require a permit. To obtain a 
permit contact the Auckland Council Rural Fire team – 
09 301 0101. With the fire danger expected this sum-
mer have a low thresh hold for calling the fire brigade. 
If in any doubt, call us out. 
With the summer being so hot already Mike and Sax-
on from our brigade have been on standby for multiple 
large fires across the country, most recently in mid-
November they were on standby for a large fire in the 
Chatham Islands. Part of their specialty is going over-
seas too when America, Canada and Australia (pretty 
much worldwide) request New Zealand’s help with 
fighting their massive scrub and forest fires. 
As part of our ongoing training we practiced with a live 
fire burn in Hunua this month. Both vehicles attended 
and we refreshed with our portable pumps, making 
fire breaks and around filling monsoon buckets for 
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WHAT’S ON IN PUHOI 
 

December 10 Annual Puhoi Street Party, hall garden, 6pm 
December 14 Puhoi Dance Group & historical society 2015 windup, all welcome, hall 
riverbank, 6pm 
December 18 Santa comes to the Puhoi Pub, 5pm 
December 24 Carols and Christmas Eve Mass, Puhoi Church, 8.30pm & 9pm 
January 9 Annual wood chopping contest, Puhoi hotel, all day 
January 26 First Puhoi Community Forum meeting for 2016, sports club 7.30pm 

(ongoing monthly throughout the year: Puhoi Fireside Book Club, third Tuesdays, 

Puhoi Community Forum, last Tuesdays, Puhoi Farmers Market, last Sundays ) 

  
KEEP OUR MARKET KEEPING ON 
 

Puhoi Farmers Market manager, committee 

members and volunteers to help run the com-

munity table - exciting positions available to be 

part of the Puhoi Farmers Market Team.The 

hard graft has been done, with nearly eight 

years of success, and it is now time for some 

fresh ideas and faces. This is a wonderful way 

to meet people in the community and bring 

fresh Ideas to Puhoi’s thriving monthly market, 

which runs on the last Sunday of every month. 

Please email your interest 

to puhoifarmersmarket@gmail.com or call Pip 

09 4220009 

Sue Marcroft and Jenny Neal welcome visitors 

to the annual Puhoi Art Exhibition 
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mailto:peter_st@paradise.net.nz
http://puhoifarmersmarket@gmail.com/


helicopters. It was a very full on day and enjoyed by all! 
Even though it was a whole Saturday taken up it was 
great learning for all involved. Puhoi definitely did our-
selves proud there! 
 
Often people ask how come when the fire siren sounds, 
one appliance goes and then minutes later the siren 
goes again. This is because often the Fire Truck arrives 
at a fire and it is noticed that due to the difficult terrain 
they cannot get close to the fire. So instead our ute is 
also attached to the incident. Currently our ute is the 
only one of its type in the country - it has a special 
water fogging unit, which can put a fully involved car 
fire out in 25 seconds, so it’s being well used over the 
recent months and in the future too. 
 
Also, congratulations to our own Saxon, who completed 
his Emergency Medical Technician qualification recent-
ly. He’ll be a true asset to our brigade with his skills and 
our First Response Capability to the community! Well 
done! 
 
With Christmas rapidly approaching we all wish you a 
happy Christmas and a safe new year and summer! 
Get out there and enjoy it! 
 
Chris Farac 
Qualified Firefighter 
Puhoi Fire Brigade 
 
COMMUNITY NEWSBRIEFS AND NOTICES 
 
LYING IN THE GRASS 
Traditionally, there will be no January newsletter, as we 
all take a holiday to lie in the long grass on the 
riverbank and read trashy novels, but, if anything ur-
gent comes up, I can still send out an email message, 
and I am sure Mike Swain would be happy to place a 
notice on our website, www.puhoinz.com. Ed.    
 
LIGHT AND BRIGHT 
Library manager Helen Darnell reminds that Christmas 
lights go in in the library this week and that raffle tickets 
are on sale at $2 or three for $5 and will be drawn on 
December 23. So that the library volunteers also get a 
change to lie around reading novels, the library will be 
closed from December 23 to January 3 2016 and from 
then on will be open all month. Big thanks to the vollies 
for their service. 
 
PUHOI HALLSIDE PICNIC 1 
The annual Puhoi Street Party, run by the Puhoi Com-
munity Forum, this year will be back to the old site in 
the hall garden, on Thursday, December 10 at 6pm. 

This a bring -your- own- picnic- basket- and- get- to- 
know- your- new- neighbours occasion, but we will pro-
vide outdoor chairs and tables, and don’t be put off if it 
rains, as we can use the kitchen and the toilets or the 
whole hall if it is wet. This is a gift to the community by 
the hall committee, provided without charge as its contri-
bution to community wellbeing. 
 
PUHOI HALLSIDE PICNIC 2 
The following Monday, December 14, it is the turn of the 
Puhoi Bohemian Dance Group and historical society to 
host a public community function, starting 6pm on the 
riverbank between the hall and Puhoi River Canoe Hire. 
Everyone is invited to this showcasing of the children’s 
folkdance group, formed this year and numbering around 
14 children, some of whom also dance with the adult 
group, and all in ethnic costume. 
Bring a plate of food to share, your own drinks, glasses, 
cutlery and a rug to sit on, with chairs provided for the 
elderly. Rain will be no barrier, as the hall is there if it 
turns wet. 
The new group, as well as the adult dancers, have been 
especially active this year, entertaining around 15 visiting 
groups in Puhoi and participating in Orewa and Wark-
worth Santa Parades, says dance groups teacher and 
leader, Jenny Schollum. 
This year’s first Anzac commemoration and parade in our 
village was a huge feather in the cap of the Puhoi Histori-
cal Society, while the June 29th village 152nd anniversary 
celebrations were second in size only to our big event, 
the 150th anniversary of the arrival of our first ancestors 
on the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul, 1863. 
Thanks to historical society chairwoman Sheryll Titford 
and museum manager Jenny Schollum for their dedica-
tion and to Norman Golding and Chris Mundell for help-
ing keep the museum doors open almost daily. 
 
SILENT SANTA NO SECRET 
 
And on Friday December 18 at 5pm sharp Santa comes 
to Puho . But, says Amego from the hotel, the Puhoi 
Pub’s Annual Santa Xmas Bash is fast approaching and 
it seems some or a lot of parents may have missed the 
bus in the rush. 
The list is at the pub for you to add your child's name to 
receive a gift for children from newborns up to 10yrs 
old,If you have older children who wish to continue to 
participate, then just drop off a qift for them in the pub’s 
Silent Santa Sack. 
Funding each year for this festive event is sponsored by 
publican Gillian Seymour and your contribution to the 
Friday night raffles, this enables us to suppy each child 
with a gift, plus also we have The Mike Pero Big Red 
House Bouncy Castle on the lawn supplied by Sally 

Brown and manned by Ahuroa Primary, who will be 
taking a Gold Coin Donation. 
 
SPIRIT OF SHARING 
Warkworth Christian Foodlink is now receiving dona-
tions to its special annual Christmas Food Box Appeal 
to help make this season easier for families struggling 
economically. 
The items can be left in the basket at the rear of the 
Puhoi Church, which is open from around 8am to 5pm. 
With gratitude, Warkworth Christian Foodlink 
Suggestions for suitable items: (please do not wrap 
them) Consumables such as Nuts, Confectionary, 
Boxed Chocolates, Candy Canes, Shortbread, Sweet & 
Savoury Biscuits, 
Small Packets of Tea Bags, Bag Milo, Bag Coffee, 
Tinned Ham, Honey, Jelly, 
Fruit Juice, Grape Juice, Puddings, Fruit Mince 
Pies, Christmas Cakes, Shampoo & Soaps 
These will all be packed and distributed on December 
14, so please get your contributions in by Sunday, De-
cember 13.  

New residents Alan and Ruth Wagstaff make 

their musical contribution to the Kowhai Sing-

ers and Puhoi Children’s Group Christmas 

Concert. 

 

The Kowhai Singers grace the Church of Sts 

Peter and Paul in their annual Christmas Con-

cert 

 
 

Away from their manger…the Puhoi Chil-

dren’s group with teacher Carole Hay, left, 

perform miracles with the Kowhai Singers in 

our church 
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