
Letter from the Editor 
 
Dear Puhoi residents and friends of our 
community, 
 
The fortnight following our 152nd anniversary cele-
brations, probably the largest and liveliest since our 
2013 sesquicentennial, has not been totally restful, 
with bereavements to commiserate and babies to 
welcome. The hours of fast dancing at the end of 
June served as a fine winter warm up, in view of 
some of the coldest temperatures some of you new-
comers to our settlement will have yet experienced. 
June 29, Puhoi’s real founders’ day, was marked by 
the deaths of two Bohemian descendants, Mavis 
Rauner, our oldest resident, and Leonie Wech. In 
their place we celebrate two new Puhoians, both 
from Ahuroa Road - Ari Gillies, and my little neigh-
bour, Nelson Tobias Bakes. 
Lambing, I am told by Ross Tolhopf, started in the 
last week of June. When I asked Ross, who has 
lived in the Puhoi area all his life, to rate the three 
recent frosts, one of which saw temperatures fall to -
3 degrees, he recalled frosts which would go on for 
a week in a row, and maybe 45 years ago, when he 
was at school at Ahuroa, would continue tor two to 
three weeks, and might start in April or May. It is so 
dry at the moment, we both agreed, it is no wonder 
the paddocks, hills and water troughs are freezing. 
Here’s hoping your firewood will last! 
Meantime, it’s cosy indoors in our public places and 
cafes. I took visitors to Puhoi Cottage and thought 
Kathrin and Thorsten had done a marvellous job 
renovating the old building - light, well-warmed, with 

newly-polished floors and lots of antique-style 
furnishings, yet with some welcome modern 
touches, too. 
 

Judith Williams 
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The funeral of Puhoi's oldest resident, Mavis 
Rauner, was taken by Father Chris Skinner, broth-
er of Gerald Skinner, Mavis's son-in-law, in the 
Church of Sts Peter and Paul on July 6. 

Tom Bayer of Upper Waiwera, at 100 years, is one 
of the Bohemian settlement's oldest descendants. 
He was photographed at the June 29 Puhoi Hotel 
honouring-of-age luncheon with his relative Mar-
garet Hosting, nee Bayer. 

 
PUHOI JUNE 2015 FIRE REPORT(with thanks to 
Chris Farac) 
Call statistics for June - 
Vegetation Fire – 1 Minor Fire - 1  
Hope you are all keeping warm out there with some of 
the freezing mornings we are having. 
This month our members completed various courses. 
With two of our newest recruits completing their Basic 
Training course. We also had a driving course for 3 
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WHAT’S ON IN PUHOI 
 
July 20 Back to School 
July 23 Annual Puhoi Womens Dinner, hotel, 6pm 
July 28 Puhoi Community Forum monthly meeting, sports club, 7.30pm 
August 1 End of Game Season pot luck dinner, hotel, 6pm 
August 13 Trivial Pursuits, pub, 7pm 
September 19, Annual hall dance with band The Damage, time tba 
November 27 Annual art exhibition preview, hall, 7pm -8pm 
November 28 – December 6, Puhoi Art Exhibition, hall 
 
(ongoing monthly throughout the year: Puhoi Fireside Book Club, third Tuesdays, Puhoi Farmers Mar-
ket, last Sundays, Puhoi Community Forum, last Tuesdays) 

TAKE HOME EARNINGS NOT SO TRIVIAL 
 
Pub Trivial Pursuits continues to be fun, although, 
inevitably, some teams have to be near the bottom 
of the winners’ list, as the Puhoi Community Forum 
found out this month. However, as the organisation 
designated to benefit from all the entry and raffle 
takings for the July round, at c $400 the forum could-

n’t complain! 
 
Puhoi's got talent...sisters Beeba and Tebarae 
Amuera of Puhoi Road helped fly the flag for 
Kiribati as part of Mahurangi College's Pasifika 
performance group in a June 30 celebration of 
Kiribati Independence Day in a special concert at 
Warkworth Primary. 
The Kiribati students were joined in the celebra-
tions by local Tuvalan and Tongan young people 
with their own songs and dances. 

 



members who are now probationary Emergency Re-
sponse Drivers. And the final course was a 4wd course. 
This saw our members take out our smoke chaser (ute) 
and put it through some challenges on a farm in Man-
gatawhiri. All were lots of fun and a lot learnt! 
We are still collecting scrap metal at 1 Ahuroa Rd 
(Puhoi River Motors). This goes towards the new sta-
tion funds. So if any scrap metal is lying around, drop it 
off. But please, no general rubbish. 
We are continuing to recruit new members - if you are 
over 16 years of age, live locally in Puhoi and have a 
can-do attitude we are interested in hearing from you. 
We will supply all the training, uniform and support you 
need. Contact - Rob Beardmore 02189199. 
Keep warm out there! 
Chris Farac, Qualified Firefighter, Puhoi Fire Brigade 
 
PUHOI CEMETERY PETITION 
 
The Puhoi Historical Society has initiated a petition 
asking for special management arrangements for the 
historic section of our cemetery to that people with 
prepaid plots will not lose them after 60years has 
elapsed and, will retain the right to be buried in the 
plots purchased by their forebears. 
Jenny Schollum has met with and handed over the 
petition, with the preamble below, to the cemetery’s 
manager. Thank you, Jenny, for this initiative. Doubt-
less you will keep us informed of decisions reached. 
 
To Manager North Shore Memorial Park and Ceme-
teries North 
 
The following petition (as signed below) is to allow the 
historic part of Puhoi Public Cemetery, i.e. Blocks I - IV, 
to be preserved in perpetuity. 
This cemetery is part of the roots of the Bohemian 
settlers and needs to be kept for the future as an histor-
ic record, and for future generations to be able to pre-
serve their link to this precious historic record. 
This petition is seeking permission to ensure the 
following: 
1. That those who have prepaid plots be allowed to be 
buried there over the period of the next  60 years com-
mencing from 1st February 2015. 
2. That plots which are surplus to requirements of a 
family are able to be sold to other Bohemian descend-
ants. 
3. That vacant pre-paid plots for which no one is able to 
be contacted be left vacant. 
 
 
 

First outing..,the newly- formed children's Bohemian 
dance group tests itself on 152nd anniversary day 
with a Finger Polka. 

Angelic host...Puhoi homeschoolers and their 
friends, parents and tutors in a  song and recorder 
performance at the recent 152nd anniversary cele-
brations in the local hall.The performance included 
the singing of the Sanctus from a Mass in the Eger-
laender dialect similar to that which have been used 
in the churches of the Bohemian towns and villages 
from which Puhoi's founders emigrated. 
FROM THE PUHOI COMMUNITY FORUM JUNE 30 
AGM 
 
Thanks to the old faithfulls who supported the Puhoi 
Community Forum’s AGM last month and for the gener-
osity of those who consented to be club and group repre-
sentatives and independent committee members, as well 
as officers for 2015-2016. As you can see, there are still 
some positions to fill. 
 
Especial thanks go to present chairman Hans Everts and 
his deputy, Peter Straka, secretary Wendy Hayton and  
treasurer Jenny Schollum. Full AGM meeting minutes 
can be read on the website www.puhoinz.com   
Club and Organisation Representatives 

 
Puhoi Rural Fire Force – Russell Green 
Puhoi Historical Society – Jenny Schollum 
Puhoi Library – Helen Darnell 
Puhoi Farmers Market – Judith Williams 
Puhoi Centennial Hall Committee – Val Smith (main 
contact) 
Puhoi Business Group – Theo Koops 
Puhoi Church Properties Committee – Peter Straka 
Puhoi Sports Club – Sharon Hallett (main contact) 
Puhoi Pioneers Memorial Park – Hans Everts 
Puhoi Horse Riding Group – Paul Manton 
Puhoi Public Space Development and Road Safety 
Group – Jim Sephton 
Puhoi Landcare Group -? 
Puhoi Civil Defence and Neighbourhood Support -? 
Puhoi Motorway Group -? 
 
Independent Committee Members: 
 
Terri Ryder, Gillian Seymour, Kristin Gillies, Larry Mitch-
ell, Dustyn O’ Leary  
 

As if there was no tomorrow...musicians Dianne 
Barnes on the Bohemian dudelsack bagpipes, 
George Wech, guitar, and Coralie Tolhopf, Fred 
Rauner and Mark Berger on accordions getting 
stuck into that traditional music at the Puhoi Hotel's 
honouring of age and local musicians' annual lunch-
eon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joanna Pole, one of several siblings to celebrate 
their birthdays at a recent gathering of relatives 

and friends to commemorate the 10th anniversary 
of the death of their mother, Maureen Pole, of 
Krippner Road. 
 
COMMUNITY NEWSBRIEFS AND NOTICES 
 
GOING, NEARLY GONE 
  
The Puhoi Historical Society reminds that anyone who 
still wants to purchase copies of Bohemian Journey, 
Roger Buckton’s very scholarly and comprehensive 
work on the music of old Puhoi at its present price has 
until the end of July 2015 to do so, after which sales 
will be handled by a bookseller. 
 
SKIRTLESS BUT NOT SHIRTLESS  
 
Information and menus for the July 23 2015 Puhoi 
Women’s Dinner, with guest speaker, former All White 
Sam Malcolmson, have been widely circulated. You 
can view the information on www.puhoinz.com  or ask 
the organiser, Judith Williams, bohe-
mia1863@gmail.com to forward you the mailout. 

 
FIGURE THIS OUT 
If you suspect you may have slipped off my bulk email 

mailout list, please send me a message at the above 
email address, ed. 
 

http://www.puhoinz.com/
http://www.puhoinz.com/

