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Puhoi Anzac Day Commemoration 

 

In Puhoi Pioneers Memorial Park about 250 residents and visitors including 

the Puhoi Air Scouts and Cubs Group, Puhoi Sports Group, Puhoi Rural Fire 

Force, MP Mark Mitchell and Local Board Councillor Beth Houlbrooke 

gathered around the War Memorial Gates to remember and honour the service 

men and women who died and served in all the wars. 

 

As it was the 100th anniversary of the landings at Gallipoli, speaker Richard 

Hern concentrated on the history of those battlefields and the contribution 

made by Puhoi soldiers, four of whom died as a result of the conditions there.  

He stressed the remarkable way they had enlisted so readily, showing their 

patriotism and sense of adventure given that their fathers had been emigrants 

from an enemy country. They would’ve been ideal soldiering material having 

been used to hard work, using their initiative, working with animals and using 

firearms. They proved that they were as Kiwi as any of their comrades. 

Richard went on to mention the other seven men from Puhoi who died in 

Egypt or on the Western Front. 

The tragedy was that the peace that they won did not 

last and eight more men connected with Puhoi were 

among those lost in World War II. 

Young people then led further reflection and prayers, a 

fireman read the Ode to Fallen Service men, local 

bugler, Naval Reservist, AMUS Oliver Furneaux 

played Last Post and Reveille as the Scouts lowered 

and raised the New Zealand flag. Five wreaths were 

laid at the conclusion of a moving and memorable ceremony. 

The War Memorial Gates to the Puhoi Pioneers Memorial Park were dedicated on 29th June 1953 as part of 

the 90th Anniversary celebrations. The ceremony was led by the Minister of External Affairs and MP for  

Rodney, Hon T C Webb. The plaques were added to the pillars of the gates at a later date. 

 

A memorial to Ben Schollum is on another side of the gate pillars. He gave the land for the Memorial Park 

spent many hours levelling and grassing it (with help from other residents) and, with Maurice Schollum, 

formed the tennis courts. These had previously been sited where Puhoi River Motors yard is now. Every 

winter Ben bought sacks of native trees from Arthur Yates and planted them above the tennis courts. 
 

In the 2000s Rodney Council bought 22 hectares of farmland to add to the park. It is leased to a farmer but 

the public are able to access parts of it. Some walkways are formed. The Te Araroa walkway runs along the 

ridge boundary and drops down to Puhoi through it. 

See the back 

page of this 

newsletter for 

details of this 

year’s 

celebrations. 



Our Puhoi Soldiers at Gallipoli 

 

It is known that at least 14 soldiers who were descendants of the first Puhoi Settlers or who left from the Puhoi 

area served at Gallipoli. Please let us know of any others. 

 

Carl Sittauer from Ohaupo was 21 on 27th April 1915 when he died of wounds received in taking part in the first 

assault on Kape Zepe. He is buried in the Anzac Beach Cemetery there. 

 

Robert Reisima from Hawkes Bay  was killed aged 20 in another attempt to break out of the beach head on 9 

May 1915. He served with the Wellington Battalion and is buried in Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery.  

His brother, James Reisima, received a shrapnel wound to his leg on 22 May and was invalided to New Zealand 

in June. 

 

Frederick Schollum was evacuated after 69 days suffering from Enteric Fever. He died in Malta on 1 

August 1915 aged 20. Disease was rife in the appalling conditions. 

 

Fred’s cousin, Ernest Schollum, went to Gallipoli in May 1915 and served for 46  days before 

receiving shell concussion which effected him badly for the rest of his life. He was also wounded in 

his leg and was invalided to Egypt then New Zealand in October. 
 

Walter Rauch from Hawera died in the most famous battle where his Wellington Regiment temporarily took 

Chunuk Bair on 8 August 1915. He is buried there aged 22. 

 

Brothers Ivor and Norman Parry whose family ran the Glyn Dairy Factory at Pukapuka both served at Gallipoli. 

Ivor contracted disease and was invalided to New Zealand in September 1915. Norman survived Gallipoli and 

went on the serve in Egypt where he was killed in action in the Canal Zone on 9 August 1916. 

 

John Francis Turnwald served in Gallipoli from October until the evacuation. He was transferred to the 

Imperial Camel Corps in Egypt. While in the field of battle at El Arish, Sinai Peninsula, Palestine on 

the 5th June 1917 he was hit by a bomb causing severe injuries to his head and left side. He died in the 

2nd Australian Stationary Hospital on the 7th June 1917 and was buried at Kantara War Memorial 

Cemetery, Egypt. 

 

A cousin of the Turnwalds, Albert Lewell, was sent to Gallipoli in August 1915. He served for 30 days before 

sustaining a gunshot wound to his knee. He was invalided to England before returning to New Zealand in 1916. 
 

Six relatives of Captain Krippner served in World War I: four Pulham grandsons and two Longdill great 

nephews. Leonard Pulham was at Gallipoli for the duration of the conflict, apart from being admitted to hospital 

in Egypt several times for illness. He then served in France for one and a half years, rising to the rank of 

Lieutenant and receiving the Military Cross for ‘Acts of Gallantry in the Field’. 

 

George Longdill began the war in Samoa then was sent to Gallipoli where he was wounded in action in the thigh 

on 8 August 1915. He served in Egypt but was invalided home because of illness. He was a bugler. 

Pynson Longdill was sent to Gallipoli in October 1915. He sustained a severe gun shot wound to his thigh just 

before the evacuation on 23 December and after treatment in Cairo was invalided home in 1916. 
 

Puhoi Men Killed on the Western Front 

 

Anthony Lennan served in France with the 4th Battalion, 3rd NZ Rifle Brigade, for  over a year before being 

killed in action on 17 May 1917. His memorial is at St Quentin Cabaret Military Cemetery. He was one of four 

brothers who enlisted. 

 

Joseph Meale was only in France a short time before dying from pneumonia due to exposure on military duty on 

October 1918.  He is buried in Etaples Military Cemetery. 

 

Andrew Meaney was sent to France on 9 September 1917 with A Coy, 1st Battalion, Auckland Infantry 

Regiment. He was killed in action in Belgium on 27 October 1917 in the battle of Broodseinde or the 3rd battle 

of Ypres. His memorial is at Tynecot. 

 

Martin Schischka was in France serving with the 1st Battalion Wellington Regiment for 5 months before being 

killed in action on 30 August 1918. He is buried in Bancourt British Cemetery. 

 

George Wenzlick was one of four brothers who enlisted. He served with the 1st Battalion, Canterbury Regiment 

for four  months before being killed in action on 3 September 1918 in the battle for the village Beaumetz. 



Turnwald Reunion  

 

The first Turnwald Reunion was held at the Puhoi Hotel under “The Vines” on a 

beautiful sunny day with a slight breeze. 

A good number (50 - 60) of the Turnwald Clan met and managed to fit quite a 

few pieces of our family tree and photos together, both from the past and to the 

present, to put names to the people in photos we did not have or had not met and 

make additions to the family information. 

 

We were honoured to have the pleasure of the company of John Joseph Turnwald 

(grandson of Joseph and Eva Turnwald) and Pauline Lilly Turnwald (granddaughter of 

Lorenz and Anna Turnwald). They are great grandchildren of Lorenz and Anna 

Turnwald who emigrated on  the ‘War Spirit’ in 1863, Lorenz being killed in a storm 

in the Tasman Sea. John and Pauline very kindly cut the cake which was decorated 

with a saw and kauri gum, a few of the items which were important to our ancestors 

to help them survive and make a living. 

 

A big thank you to the elderly relatives that could not attend, but gave us their 

support with photos and stories to share. We visited them again with a piece of 

the celebration cake. 

 

Music was played later in the afternoon and into the evening with dancing, 

chatter and a lot more laughter. A great time was had by all who travelled from 

all over the North Island and  from Australia to support our Turnwald Reunion. 

Without them this event would not have been such a success. A visitors book 

was signed by all and will be kept at the Puhoi Museum to be used again for 

future reunions. The next Reunion will be held in 5 years time. 

 

Safe journey to one of our cousins who is travelling overseas at the end of 

March, hoping to travel to Poppowa to visit the Turnwald family home there. We 

look forward to your return with more stories and photos. A visit was made there 

and photos taken in 1987 were on display at this reunion. 

 

We would like to thank the Puhoi Hotel Management and Staff for all their 

hospitality, support and for allowing us to use this venue to recall our history and 

pass it on to future generations.  

Joseph Turnwald’s signature is on the original Licensing Document of the Puhoi 

Hotel, dated 1879.         Report from organisers, Carol Parker, Enid Armstrong, Colin Turnwald 

Carol Parker with Allan and 

Heather Bunn collecting 

family tree data 

In February Philip Guthrie also celebrated with his family under ‘The Vines’ at Puhoi Hotel. It was his 90th 

birthday. Guthries, some of whom had not met for many years travelled from Hawkes Bay and Whakatane.  

 

Congratulations to Tom Bayer who reaches 100 years on 14th July 2015. Happy Birthday, Tom! 

We have researched and filed on our computer the World War I records for over 100 soldiers who are 

descended from the Bohemian settlers or who left from Puhoi, Ahuroa or Upper Waiwera.  

Many thanks to Gerard Straka who helped with this project and puts countless hours into adding to and 

managing our records.  

World War II records are not available yet except for those who also served in World War I. Please let us 

know of Puhoi descendant service men and women remembered on Rolls of Honour around New Zealand 

so we can compile a complete record. 

Puhoi Historical Society 2015 - 16 Membership is due.  

$15  Individual;   $30  Couple living at same address;   $30   Family incl. children up to 18 living at home 

$150  Life Membership               Please send full name, address, phone no. and email address. 

Payable by cheque to Puhoi Historical Society Box 404224 Puhoi 0951 or 

Direct Credit ASB Account 12 3046 0193163 00                         e mail: info@puhoihistoricalsociety.org.nz 

Pauline and John Turnwald 

Some of the younger 

generation: Bruce, Allan, 

Warren and Colin Turnwald 



Gäits nea in Gottes Nåmma  

Three Family Historians Passed Away in late 2014  

 

Phyllis O’Brien was the great granddaughter of Jakob and Anna Multrus who emigrated from 

Bohemia on the ‘Shakespeare’ in 1876 and settled on the north side of the Waiwera River. They 

brought with them a prayer book written in the Czech language. Jakob built the baths on the 

southern end of Waiwera Beach. And his sons, Tony and Lorenzo, started the garage and service 

station which served Waiwera for many years.  

Phyllis spent many years researching the Multrus family and has left a wealth of genealogical and 

family information and newspaper clippings.  

 

Margaret Dempsey was the granddaughter of Wenzl Reisima who came as a single man on the ‘War Spirit’ in 

1863. Wenzl made his way to Hawkes Bay and married Jane Bell Smith. They had a family of nine and the name 

is still known in that area. Jane’s family had immigrated from Scotland on the ‘Adamant’ in 1878 to join a brother 

and a married sister farming in the Meeanee district. Jane’s brother, Adam, wrote a diary of his experiences 

aboard the ship, a 106 day journey. He was a fervent Christian, led prayer meetings on board, cooked for his 

family and others, gave reading lessons, kept watch and helped clean the ship. Margaret typed this diary and 

printed it in book form adding newspaper clippings, family information and photos.   
 

Greg Wenzlick was the 4th generation of the Gregor Wenzlick family to bear the name. He was 

extremely proud of  his heritage and represented the family in the 2013 re-enactment of the Landing 

of the First Settlers. He gave a huge amount of time compiling family tree, photo and newspaper 

clipping collections. Some of his contributions include the entries from the Parish Records of Pilsen 

for the Wenzlick family and maps locating the site of the Wenzlick home at Littitz No 71 and 1838 

land records for Littitz. See https://sites.google.com/site/wenzlickfamilyofnewzealand 

 

May God Bless you. We thank you for what you have done for Puhoi and your families.  
 

We have also said farewell with sadness to two of the Bohemian Association elders Jim Krippner and Tom 

Krippner. We are fortunate to have known two warm, capable, fun loving, musical men who were heroes to their 

families.  

If you are travelling to the Czech Republic or have family in Europe -  

An exhibition of 48 New Zealand Maori portraits and paintings by Gottfried Lindauer is on display until July at 

the West Bohemia Art Gallery in Pilsen, the birthplace of Lindauer and European Culture Capital for 2015.  
 

Officials from the Pilsen Gallery and from the Czech Embassy in Sydney came to Puhoi while they were 

negotiating the loan of the paintings and were welcomed by the Bohemian Dancers and the PHS. This set up 

communications with the Czech Government who have now given us a grant towards our new computer system. 

Come to Puhoi  
152nd Anniversary Celebrations 

27 - 29th June 2015 

 

Saturday 27th Museum Open 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Community Dance 7.30 p.m. - 11.30 p.m. 

BYO and a plate of food to share 

Tickets $12 from Jenny 09 4220472 

 

Sunday 28th Mass 11.00 a.m. 

Wreath Laying Ceremony 

Shared lunch, music and dancing in the Hall 12.15 - 3.30 p.m. 

Soup provided. Please bring a plate of food to share. 

 

Monday 29th June Honouring of Age Dinner 11.30 a.m. Puhoi Hotel 

for over 80s and spouse, caregiver, or companion $30 per head. 

Phone Gillian 09 4220812 


