
MINUTES OF THE PUHOI FORUM COMMUNITY MEETING 

HELD AT PUHOI SPORTS CLUB ON 24 February 2015 commencing at 7.30pm

PRESENT:  Helen Darnell, Hans Everts, Ashlea Farac, Theo Koops, Dustyn O’Leary, Terri Ryder, 
John Simons, Jenny Schollum, Jim Sephton, Peter Straka, Val Smith, Judith Williams, Wendy Hayton
(Minutes)

CHAIRPERSON:  Paul Manton

APOLOGIES:  Russell Green, Shelley Hackett, Beth Houlbrooke (RLB), Rodney Straka

Paul welcomed members to the meeting.  He welcomed Dustyn O’Leary, who is a Puhoi local, 
brought up in Puhoi, and studied as a Landscape Architect. Her input across various Forum projects 
will be very helpful.

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING held on 27 January 2015

Jenny Schollum’s name was added to the list of those present.

Motion 1
That the minutes of the 27 January 2015 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Moved:  Peter Straka
Seconded: Theo Koops

Carried
Matters Arising
John Simons requested clarification on Members’ voting rights.  He understood it was only 
Committee members.  Hans Everts responded that at Committee meetings only Committee members 
can vote, but at Members meetings (e.g. AGM) all can vote.  It might be helpful to look at the 
Constitution to get the exact wording. 

2. ITEMS FOR GENERAL BUSINESS
Dogs in the Park
John Simmons requested clarification of the current signage and regulations.  It was agreed this is 
currently rather confusing.  Paul will talk to Kevin, the grazing lessee and look at the lease and where 
necessary, draw up signs which clarify the situation.

Action: Paul Manton

Other items of General Business will be found under Item 6 in these minutes.

3. CORRESPONDENCE IN

 Beth Houlbrooke (RLB), Feb 8, re footpath (forwarded to Forum members)
 Michael Moore (Biosecurity), Feb 9, re pest control in Park (forwarded)
 Steve Hunt (Police), Feb 10, re Neighbourhood Support (forwarded)
 Margaret Faed (Neighbourhood Support), Feb 11, re occurrences (forwarded)
 RLB, Feb 13, re Local Board update (forwarded)
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CORRESPONDENCE OUT

 Hans, Feb 6, to Mike Swain for website, re ‘February in the Park’
 Hans, Feb 9, to Beth Houlbrooke, re footpath (copy forwarded to Forum)

4. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The accounts and balances had been previously circulated by email in the Treasurer’s Report.  There 
will need to be a call on the money in the 50 account in the next few days to pay for materials for 
fencing etc.  Jenny was asked if she would find out whether or not the 50 account is a term deposit 
(which may have penalties for breaking), and get back to Hans and Paul.

Action:  Jenny Schollum 

Hans thanked Jenny for taking on the role of Treasurer at this time, which is very helpful for the 
Forum.

Motion 2
That the Treasurer’s report be accepted.

Moved: Judith Williams
Seconded:  Terri Ryder

Carried
5. OTHER REPORTS

 Russell Green was unable to attend the meeting, so unable to provide his report.
 Hans covered the Auckland Council 10 Year Budget under General Business.

6. GENERAL BUSINESS
a.   Progress on footbridge and footpath

Beth Houlbrooke was unable to attend the meeting. Hans had circulated correspondence from 
Beth regarding the footpath on 9 February.  She is anticipating an update from Auckland 
Transport at a meeting in two weeks’ time.  There can be no change to the current plans 
Auckland Transport have for the footbridge and footpath, although once these are installed 
there may be a possibility of change.
It was agreed that the Forum needed to focus on, and push for, the beautification of the village
centre and beyond.  Dustyn’s input into this could be most helpful.

Weed Control
Dustyn raised the issue of weed control, in particular, convolvulus and honeysuckle in 
Krippner Road and other areas, including the park. Hans responded that Bio Security have a 
180 hour contract to provide weed control in the park.  They have undertaken some good 
work, but not reached the full 180 hours as yet.  They are very willing to collaborate, and send
reports on the work done.  Hans has an Ecological Management report provided to Council in 
2013 on this issue.  It was agreed that Hans and Dustyn would meet to discuss this situation 
and any follow up in consultation with Landcare.

Action:  Hans & Dustyn
b. Riverside Walkway

 Hans acknowledged the gift of $200 for this project from Puhoi Markets and will send a 
 formal letter of thanks on behalf of the Forum.

Work will start this week on construction of the fence for the Riverside Walkway.  

Raising the Profile of the Walkway
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It was agreed that it would be useful to have the work being done on the Riverside Walkway 
featured in Mahurangi Matters and also the traffic safety issues in Puhoi.  Exposure prior to 
the next AGM would be particularly helpful.  It was agreed that Dustyn would make contact 
with George Driver, of Mahurangi Matters to ask whether it would be possible to forward 
information/articles on these issues for inclusion in the paper.
 

c. Forum Logo
Adrian Anderson had suggested that that Puhoi Crest, as used extensively during the 150th 
Anniversary celebrations be adopted by the Forum.  There was a lively and positive 
discussion about this, and how it might be used by the whole community.  It was agreed that 
it should be given serious consideration and that there needs to be a lot more discussion of 
this with the members and others.  The logo is owned by the Historical Society.  
Hans is to send out the logo to Members together with the explanation of its meaning by 
email.

Action:  Hans

d. Auckland Council 10 year Budget
Hans had sent round an email with a proposed 2 point response from the Forum.  Submissions
need to be in by 16 March 2015.  Discussion took place as to what the submission should look
like and it was agreed that it should be broad and simple, and cover the three most important 
issues which were considered to be 

 Sealing/resealing roads
 Public transport
 Rural road safety

A number of more specific issues were raised such as the establishment of a bus route from 
Warkworth to Silverdale calling at Puhoi, and local rural road safety. Since Puhoi is in many 
ways the next destination up the motorway from Auckland, it was suggested that it is in the 
Council’s interest to ‘invest in Auckland, invest in Puhoi.’

Motion 3
That the following input be submitted to Auckland Council’s 10 year Budget Plan on behalf 
of the Puhoi Community Forum.

 That, in response to question 2(c), we request that (a) the budget for the seal 
extension be increased from $ 1 million a year to $ 10 million a year, for the reasons 
given in the LTP feedback form. Also, that (b) public transport around Rodney be 
improved. In addition (c) that rural road safety be specifically addressed.

 That, in response to question 6(b), as a distinct Historic Village, we strongly endorse 
the proposals put forward by the Rodney Local Board, as summarised in their 
Information Statement accompanying the Auckland Council’s 10-year Budget, with 
particular reference to their plans for constructing pedestrian networks, upgrading 
main streets, supporting community environmental restoration and sustainability
projects, the construction of recreational walkways/fitness/bike trails, and upgrading 
sports facilities (eg. tennis courts).

Moved:  Peter Straka
Seconded: Judith Williams

Carried
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There are resources in the library for individuals to consult prior to sending in their own 
submissions, which individuals were encouraged to do.

It was suggested that the submission could be put on the Puhoi Facebook page.

A vote of thanks was extended to Hans for his work on this submission on behalf of the 
Forum.

e. Farmers’ Market Report
Judith Williams reported that at the last Farmers’ Market a system of re-cycling had been 
trialled with 3 (shortly to be 4) bins for different forms of recyclable items.  This had reduced 
the rubbish to go to landfill from 4 bins (on average after a Farmers’ Market) to half a bin.  
Puhoi Air Scouts had assisted people with regard to which bins to use.

The next Farmers’ Market will be held on the last Sunday in March – 29 March.

NEXT MEETING

The next Puhoi Community Forum meeting will be held on Tuesday 31 March at 7.30pm at the Sports
Club, chaired by Hans Everts.
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