
 LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Dear Puhoi residents and friends of our community, 
Waitangi week, and already it feels as though autumn has 
suddenly set in, with its welcome dumps of rain. Water 
carriers were busy until recently, however. Given the sud-
den changes from a miserable early summer to hot and 
paddock -witheringly dry days, and in view of  the fires 
which seem to be taking scarey hold in New Zealand this 
summer, some of us will be considering whether we 
should install extra water storage capacity. 
The annual woodchop hosted by the Puhoi Hotel upheld 
the village tradition of great local festivals. Judging from 
the numbers of entries from around New Zealand, as well 
as the amount of support from local sponsors, plus willing 
hands to roll out the logs ,truck away the chips, run the 
raffles, draw the beer and all it takes to put on a classy 
show, the Puhoi Axemens’ Club is a respected force in 
chopping circles. Congratulations to the club and its many 
supporters. 

Judith Williams 
 

FIRE STATION PROGRESS AND JANUARY 
CALLOUTS 
(with thanks to Chris Farac for this report) 
 
Call statistics for January  
Scrub Fire – 3     Medical – 1 
Special Service Call - 1 
Assist Helicopter – 1 
January was a very hot and very dry month, remember 
currently there is a restricted fire season, to be reviewed 
later this month. To burn you must have a permit and 
follow its instructions. So far we have escaped anything 
dramatic despite the heat!  
January station update! After the earthworks were com-
pleted in December the builders moved onsite in early 
January. The floor pad has now been prepared and the 
concrete will be laid after Waitangi weekend. The money 
for the next stage is still in limbo whilst we wait for certain 
trusts and funding bodies to meet and decide on our appli-
cations- we are confident the money is there is all about 
timing. Please be aware it is a construction site and strict 
Health and Safety Rules apply-please do not go on site- 
all queries should be directed to Russell. We are grateful 
to the indulgent and understanding nature of our neigh-
bours during this construction stage. 
Recruiting. We are recruiting new members for the year, 
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if you are over 16 years of age, live locally in Puhoi and 
have a can do attitude we are interested in hearing 
from you. We will supply all the training, uniform and 
support you need. Contact – Rob Beardmore 
021891996 
We have had Jared Rehm join us recently as a new 
recruit Fire Fighter. He is currently going through his 
training now, welcome to the team Jared! 
Waitangi Weekend Function  Manly Fire station on 
the Whangaparaoa Peninsula is celebrating its 50th 
jubilee. On Saturday, February 7,there is a large dis-
play and fire appliance parade around Manly, ending at 
The Circle in Manly. 
For those of you on Facebook we have a Facebook 
page, search Puhoi Rural Fire. We upload pictures and 
commentaries of some of our calls.  
Chris Farac 
Qualified Firefighter 
Puhoi Fire Brigade 
 

Puhoi Fire Station construction and site managers Andy 
Porter and Rangi Ngamoki, from Hobsonville-based 
Woodview Construction, and sub contractor Steve 
Thompson, rear, prepare for laying the concrete founda-
tion slab. Work started on the first stage of the building 
construction on January 12 this year and there had been 
no weather -related delays, the men said. 
Stages two and three will see the building shell erected 

and the finishing touches added. As the timing of the 

three stages relied on the availability of funding, no com-

pletion date could be given, says local fire chief Russell 

Green. 
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WHAT’S ON IN PUHOI 
 

February 14 St Valentines Party, Sports Club, 7.30pm 
February 17 Puhoi Fireside Book Club first gathering of 2015 Library, 7.30pm 
February 18 Ash Wednesday ceremonies, Church CPC Office, 9am 
February 21 Landcare and PCF community weed and mulch, PPMP, 9am 
February 22 Puhoi Farmers Market seventh birthday, Sports Club, 9am 
February 24 Puhoi Community Forum monthly meeting, Sports Club, 7.30pm  
March 16 Submissions to Auckland Council’s 2015 -2025 LTP close 4pm 
April 3 – 5 Puhoi Parish Easter ceremonies  
June 26 Puhoi honouring-of-age and musicians luncheon, Hotel, time tba 
June 28 Puhoi 152nd Anniversary, Church, Landing Stone, Hall. Time tba  
 

 
BIG T CONTEST MARKS PUHOI MARKET BIRTHDAY 
 
Puhoi Farmers Market celebrates its seventh birthday on 
February 22 with its famous annual Big Tomato Compe-
tition ( no biting in advance, please) pony rides, face 
painting and Hibiscus Coast ukele group String Me Up. 
Community groups are encouraged to take advantage of 
free space that day to fundraise and promote their or-
ganisations – please see market manager, Phillippa 
Beagley, 4220009, to book. 
The market group is committed to environmental friendli-
ness, so keep a look out for a new recycling depot that 
day, a first not just for the market, but hopefully a new 
start for Puhoi as well. 
 
FULL SWING 
 
Puhoi Bohemian Dance Group practices continue week-
ly, at 6pm in the Puhoi Hall, and all are welcome to 
watch or, better still, join in. This February we welcome a 
special guest, Dieter Huettner from Munich, on visit to 
his daughter, dance group member Dukessa Blackburn-
Huettner. 
 

 
WELL MATCHED 
 
Congratulations to Alaister Straka, of Upper Wai-
wera, youngest son of Bernadette and Simon 
Straka, and Lucy Gijsbers, Wellington, on their mar-
riage this Waitangi weekend. 
 
FORTUNATELY NO FIRE  
 
The book for the February 17 first gathering of the 
Puhoi Fireside Book Club is Disgrace, by South 
African writer J Coetzee. Skilfully written, Disgrace 
is, however, a spectacularly depressing take on the 
new South Africa. Ed. 
 
 



FEBRUARY IN THE PUHOI PIONEERS MEMORI-
AL PARK  
(prepared for our newsletter by Puhoi Communi-
ty Forum co-chairman Hans Everts) 

  

This is a good time of year for enjoying the Puhoi 

Pioneers Memorial Park. On the Loop Track two 

new seats are being installed along the top section 

as a gift by Val Dunn and family, and Arthur Dunn’s 

Memorial provides a scenic overview of village and 

valley. Dogs are permitted on the Loop Track. 

Should there be cattle in the paddock where the 

track crosses it, note that they are used to people 

and friendly, may approach you in curiosity, but 

should be ignored and certainly not be frightened. 

 The 5 km. long Puhoi Track is part of the national 

Te Araroa Track system, and has become well 

known among locals and visitors alike. It has fewer 

viewing places, but the scenery is varied, and the 

stands of mature native trees are magnificent. Dogs 

are not allowed on the parts of this track where it 

does not overlap with the Loop Track. Remember to 

have transport placed at both ends of the track un-

less you want a long walk to retrieve your car. A 

refreshment stop in the village after walking the track 

is highly recommended. 

 The meadow, past the first gate and near the old 

tennis pavilion, is an excellent place for picnics and 

informal recreation. It is also used for casual eques-

trian activities.  

 Horse riding is becoming a more popular pastime 

in the Park as well as elsewhere in the village. While 

permitted and encouraged in public areas in the 

Park, there are no bridle paths separate from the 

walking track so that, when on a track, avoid damag-

ing or soiling it, especially when the weather is wet. 

 The Puhoi Community Forum is sponsoring an 

initiative to create a Riverside Walkway along the 

bank of the Puhoi River, starting from the second 

gate. The first stage runs some 300 metres to the 

cluster of macrocarpas and will consist of a stock-

proof fence, a walkway/bridle path, and a planted 

riverbank. Work will commence on construction of 

the fence shortly. If you want to help with any part of 

this project, please contact Hans (phone 422 0026). 

The grazing lease is in full use. Kevin Jones, the 

lessee, has done a great job of building culverts, 

clearing road tracks, extensively rebuilding parts of 

the old woolshed, making hay, refurbishing the old 

water pump, clearing logs, mending fences, and 

installing water troughs in different paddocks. He has 

brought cattle back in after the summer break. As 

stated on the notice at the first gate, please do not 

enter paddocks in which there are stock, except for 

the Loop Track, as noted above. On grazed paddocks, 

keep dogs leashed and horses under control. 

The local community contributes to the upkeep of the 

park. A community working party will tackle weed 

control on Saturday, February 21. Please come along 

to the park at 9am with wheelbarrows and shovels. To 

help with Landcare activities, please contact Shelley, 

422 0076, Rodney, 027 2793775, or Phillippa, 422 

0009. 

Hans Everts, Puhoi Community Forum 

  
FROM THE PUHOI COMMUNITY FORUM’S JANU-
ARY 27 2014 MEETING 
 
(Please see the Puhoi website: www.puhoinz.com  for 
the full minutes of the January 27 meeting) 
 
The first meeting for 2015 saw Wendy Hayton in-
stalled as the forum’s new minute secretary, and Jen-
ny Schollum thanked for her kind offer to act as treas-
urer until the June AGM this year. Former recent sec-
retaries and treasurers Ashleigh Farac, Sue Tisdall 
and Kath Anderson were acknowledged for their work 
in those roles. 
Hotel publican Gillian Seymour updated the meet-
ing on developments with finding a suitable site for a 
new village museum and other community purposes. 
Rodney Local Board’s Beth Houlbrooke reported the 
new pedestrian addition to the Krippner-Puhoi 
Roads bridge was on track to be built this summer 
construction period, although the associated footpath 
from the library to the bridge had been put on hold 
until it could be redesigned in line with what residents 
thought more suitable for the village than the previous 
Auckland City plan. The footpath would likely be in 
concrete – it would not be a boardwalk, she empha-
sised, and would include the concept of ‘shared 
space’ at that end of town. 
Puhoians were alerted to the Auckland Council’s 
Long Term Plan to which submissions close on 
March 16 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY BRIEFS AND NOTICES 

The watchers, the workers, the  
wannabees and the winners from the   

Puhoi Axemens Club  
annual woodchopping championships,  

Jan 10th 2015 

http://www.puhoinz.com/

